
The 2026 Appeal 

A Brief Church Financial Talk



Our net worth is 

about $1.9 million.

First, 

Our Balance Sheet Is 

In Great Shape!

But, we operate on yearly 

pledges/giving plus 

unpledged donations. 

So…



Our net worth is 

about $1.9 million.

But we operate on 

the yearly pledges 

and donations.

Let’s Examine The Recently-Completed 

Campaign’s Results At A High Level.



However…

Many pledged a little 

more.

Pledging Versus 

Previous Year:

Quite a few pledged the 

same as last year.



Pledging Versus 

Previous Year:

Some pledged less due to 

personal circumstances. 

A few donors moved or 

passed away- including 

some big ones.

Most importantly… 





Fell about $30K short. 

Did Pledges Meet 

The Total $ Goal?

• 3% inflation.  ($9K)

• New bookkeeping 

company. ($15-20K)

• Other small items.

$30K Could Cover:



2025: Lower giving trend 

started. 

2026: Signs of it continuing.

What Do The Past 

And Future Tell Us?

Looking out 17 months: 

With no changes, deficit 

could be close to $40K.



Now: 

Raise $30K. Or cut 

30K in costs.

To Reduce/Possibly End Operating Deficits:

More likely: Combo.

Later: 

See where we are in 

fall and re-approach.



A Note About Unpledged Giving:

If there is any chance you can make a pledge, it will 

help us firm up budgeting and planning.

First of all, thank you! Your contributions help a lot.

If pledging doesn’t work for you, would you please 

consider increasing your plate/online donations?



We Have Arrived 
At A Fork In The Road.



Our Choices

We can keep 

supporting Esperanza’s 

growth with a bit higher 

funding each year.

For various reasons, we 

have hit a ceiling and 

must learn to live at the 

current funding level.



Our net worth is 

about $1.9 million.

But we operate on 

the yearly pledges 

and donations.

The 2026 Appeal Campaign Starts Today.

We Humbly Ask:

• Consider your stewardship pledge made in fall.

• If you can, please pledge a supplemental amount of       

5-10% or any dollar amount you are comfortable giving.

• Here’s how to do so during this 3-week program...



Our net worth is 

about $1.9 million.

But we operate on 

the yearly pledges 

and donations.

The 2026 Appeal Campaign Starts Today.

How To Pledge:  

• Forms at tables by both doors.

• Only need name, email, phone, 

and the amount (not %) you are 

pledging in the 2026 Appeal.



Once Again...
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